THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

(SATB)
James Montgomery (paraphrasing Psalm 23) John Roeder (alluding to Thomas
Koschat's harmonization of FORSAKEN)
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James Montgomery's paraphrase of Psalm 23, set by Thomas Koschat, has been a staple

of American hymnody since the nineteenth century. His text follows the Biblical

verses closely, but adds a few phrases to emphasize a theme of personal redemption.

It is intriguing, and perhaps ironic, that Koschat set this text to the hymn tune known as

FORSAKEN. Inspired by this seeming contradiction, I have reworked his strophic setting

into a through-composed tonal journey, in which some innocent chromaticism leads into

wildernesses that render Montgomery's self-assured tropes more tentative and supplicating.
-- John Roeder
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